
Middleton Hall & Gardens 
Orderic the Owl’s Activity Booklet for  

little owls staying in their nests... 

 My name is Orderic the Owl and I help to 

look after Middleton Hall. I hope you’re all 

being good and helping your Mums and Dads 

at home. Here’s a little something to keep 

you busy whilst you’re not at school.  

Challenge 1: Read this information 

carefully and answer the questions. 

Did you know that very close to where 

you live, there is a lovely place to visit? 

It’s called Middleton Hall and during the 

spring and summer, it’s a great place to 

go with your family and friends. You can 

find Middleton Hall on the A4091, just 

out of Tamworth and only a little 

further than Drayton Manor Park. 

When you arrive at Middleton Hall, you will be 

surprised by the different buildings that you can 

see. They will look very different from where you 

live. That’s because they are very old! The oldest 

building, called The Stone Building, is over 700 

years old and the youngest building is almost 200 

years old. They are made of different materials 

too – some are built of stone, some of brick and 

some are built out of wood.  
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Now let’s see what you have learned:  

When can you visit Middleton Hall? ______________________________ 

Which road will take you to Middleton Hall? ___________________ 

What is different about the buildings? ___________________________ 

When was The Stone Building built? _____________________________ 

 What was used to make the buildings? ___________________________ 

Challenge 2: Learn about and create your own Coat of Arms 

No-one lives at Middleton Hall now, but in the past, lots of people have lived 

there. The family who lived there the longest time were called the 

Willoughby family, who were rich and had lots of servants to look after 

them. They had their own special badge, called a Coat of Arms. Can you 

design your own Coat of Arms?  



Answers: Thomas, Hugh, Francis, Cassandra.  

Challenge 3: Can you unscramble the names of some of the Willoughbys? The 

answers are upside down. No cheating allowed! 

 

HMATSO                GUHH             

 

ACNISFR          ASCNDARSA 

 

Challenge 4: The family also had lots of 

important visitors. The most important 

one was this lady. Can you guess who it 

is?  

 

My answer: _____________________ 

? 

? 

? 

? 

? 

Challenge 5: Well done if you knew it was Queen Elizabeth 1. She came to 

Middleton Hall in 1575 and while she was there, she made Francis 

Willoughby into Sir Francis Willoughby by asking first him to kneel and then 

tapping him on each shoulder with a sword. This is called Knighting. Can you 

draw a picture of it here? 



Challenge 6: And now let’s go into the garden. When you visit Middleton 

Hall, you can see lots of different trees, flowers, birds, insects and if 

you’re lucky, fish. How many can you name?  

Good job! There’s just one thing to do before you go. Tell us why it 

would be brilliant to come and visit us at Middleton Hall. We look 

forward to seeing you! 

I think a visit to Middleton Hall would be brilliant because 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

Challenge 7: Can you spot the difference between these two pictures of 

Orderic the Owl? 
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